Macclesfield Youth Brass Band
SUSTAINABILITY POLICY
Policy Summary

This policy outlines how Macclesfield Youth Brass Band (MYBB) integrates sustainability into
its daily operations and events. It reflects our commitment to environmental responsibility
and continuous improvement.

Principles

MYBB upholds principles of equity, fairness and openness. Players, parents and volunteers
contribute their time and resources for the benefit of current and future members of the
band, and for the wider community in Macclesfield and beyond.

MYBB recognises the need to act to secure the sustainability of the wider environment.

Young people have the greatest stake in the future of the organisation and wider society and
this policy recognises that by asking band members to actively contribute to shaping this
policy by offering continual optimisations and recommendations.

Commitments
We are committed to:

Thoughtfully considering the broader impact of our actions.
Reducing waste and our carbon footprint

Minimising negative environmental impacts.

Setting measurable goals and continuously improving practices.

Roles and Responsibilities

e The band Committee will oversee implementation and will continually review our
sustainability aims

e All members are encouraged to participate in shaping and upholding sustainable
practices.

Actions
In line with this policy, MYBB commits to the following:

1. Plastic Waste Reduction:

e Encouraging band members to bring reusable bottles for refreshments at
concerts and rehearsals.

e Use bulk water containers on tours with members refilling reusable bottles,
rather than relying on single-use plastics.

e Offering cheaper drinks at concerts to audience members who bring a
reusable, non-breakable cup.

e Eliminating the use of cling film to protect sterilised mouthpieces.

2. Reducing Paper Wastage Through:
e Use electronic communications where possible.
e Purchase recycled paper for essential paper products (e.g. cups, paper
towels, printer paper).
o Reuse and recycle paper (using blank sides for notes).
e Continue developing the use of electronic music instead of printed music



3. Carbon Footprint Reduction:

Keep direct energy usage low (e.g. turning off lights and devices when not in
use).

4. Equipment and Supplies:

Maintain and repair instruments, stands, and equipment whenever feasible.
Recycle or responsibly dispose of non-repairable items.

Purchase environmentally friendly cleaning products.

Choose sustainable, durable materials for uniforms and banners wherever
possible.

5. Green Event Planning:

Use digital tickets wherever feasible.

Where possible, choose local or low-waste catering providers when
refreshments are offered.

Avoid single-use items at events; prioritise reusable or compostable
alternatives.

6. Community Engagement and Education:

Promote sustainability by embedding responsible practices in the daily life of
the band.

Encourage trustees and volunteers to visibly model eco-friendly behaviour.
Foster a culture where sustainable choices are normalised and encouraged,
not enforced.

Feedback and Review

Contact band members annually to request feedback and suggestions.
Make clear that suggestions.are welcome at any time throughout the year.
Provide an email address for members to submit ideas or concerns
(admin@mybb.org.uk)

Review this policy annually to stay aligned with current best practices
Include sustainability as a standing agenda item in monthly trustee meetings
to regularly consider new ideas and monitor progress.

This policy will be presented and discussed with band members periodically, and their input
and new ideas will be actively sought.
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